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FOODBANK WA, GERALDTON 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [12.56 pm]:  I had the pleasure on Monday of officially opening the Geraldton 
foodbank of Foodbank WA.  This has taken some 18 months to set up and has been operating since early June, 
yet in this short space of time the service has undertaken an incredible amount of food distribution.  The 
Geraldton warehouse is the largest in regional Western Australia and in its first six weeks handled the exchange 
of almost five tonnes of produce.  The service provides food relief for people living throughout the mid west and 
Murchison, including communities as far away as Carnarvon and Meekatharra.  Geraldton foodbank is also 
helping the many students who were going to school without breakfast.  Foodbank WA’s breakfast and 
lunchtime feeding program, which I also had the pleasure of launching on Monday morning at Beachlands 
Primary School, means that students who do not have a proper meal at home with which to start the day, or who 
are not provided with lunch, are now better able to concentrate on their studies.  The first foodbank was set up in 
Perth in 1994 and since then four foodbanks have opened in regional Western Australia at Albany, Mandurah, 
Kalgoorlie and now Geraldton. 

Although Foodbank WA provides some resources to its regional foodbanks, it is the great sense of local 
ownership that is generated by the foodbank model that is the key to the service’s success.  Partnerships between 
business, the food industry, government and the community are forged at a grassroots level.  Seventy per cent of 
Geraldton businesses have contributed in some way to the Geraldton foodbank.  Participants in the work for the 
dole program and the Greenough Regional Prison prisoner release program also make a significant contribution. 

I extend a special thanks to Geraldton foodbank manager Pat Hodges and to Foodbank WA manager Doug 
Paling for their work in developing Foodbank WA. 
 


